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An-1- egroes-  -ItCHICAGO, March 16 (AP) - - .
Methodist Church's board - of -so-
;dal and economic felations has
con4trnended both the Southern

,
strations and southern police
forces.	 4

The board'S staterne41, ,, adopted
last night, said:,

"We commend participating
students for the dignified, non-
violent manner in- which—they
have conducted themselves.

"We further commend the good
professional perform ance of
Southern police forces 'which
have prevented chaos."

HundrOs of Negroes through.
rout— the- South hay e demon-
strated-against-segregated-eating
lunch counters and res-
taurants. One tacti& has been to
sit at lunch stools and in booths
lor—hourt7even---though—servi-ce
has been denied.

The 46-member national board,
holding its semiannual meeting,
said it viewed the students' dem-
onstrations as "a challenge to
community responsibility—a chal-
lenge to accept Negroes in their
respective communities on terms
of dignity."

"We regret that many citizens
of 	 our 1	 . ar- • enie. .as c
human rights," the board said.
The demonstrations have
minded us of such,denials."

The Methodists also said that
"as a denomination ' We - have
failed to live up to our - pro-
nouncements. In ,no section of
our land have we carried'Out the
teachings of our Lord with re-
spect to ritce relations."

The board said that "students
_should _be__ free_to __exercise_ their
personal Christian responsibili-
ties. Methodist institutions should
not penalkze students ,who do so."

But, the board added, "demon-
strations, must be seen as a
means of.‘_awakening community
conscience and not as a goal in

, itself, economic  protest of any
kind should' be viewed as a last
resort when attempts at negotia-
tion 	

The board's work, according to

officials, is implementing social
action measures 'And providing
,lesource_raiteraal4glatiptio-sk.
dciat -and ,economiéj,r4littionS,-:-...,__
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