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Unattended Child in a Vehicle 

A child’s body heats up 3-5 times faster than 
an adult’s. A few minutes of heat exposure is 
dangerous. 

Remember to check the back seat before 
exiting your vehicle – the infant may still be in 
the safety seat! 

Temperatures in a parked car on a warm day can reach 120 degrees 
in minutes, making it very uncomfortable and deadly for children. 

An overheated child can suffer brain damage and possibly die of 
suffocation or heatstroke. 

Remember to “Look Before You Lock”! Make sure all children exit 
the car when you reach your destination.  
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Temperature Facts 
 
Never leave your child or pet alone in a 
vehicle for any length of time at any time of 
the year.  

It only takes a few minutes for the interior 
of a vehicle to reach dangerous 
temperatures.  

Temperatures inside a car can rise 20 
degrees in 10 minutes; 30 degrees in 20 
minutes. 

Even if the windows are cracked, children 
and pets do not have relief and can die 
from heatstroke. 
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Pending Legislation 

 
July is historically the deadliest month for child fatalities in 
hot vehicles due to soaring temperatures. 

There is no law in North Carolina pertaining to leaving a 
child in a vehicle. Although there is no specific law 
addressing this issue, prosecutors can still file criminal 
charges under existing child endangerment laws. 

Pending state law: House Bill 827 sets parameters for 
unattended child in vehicle with penalties. 
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Unattended Pet in a Vehicle 

In 15 minutes, a pet’s temperature can 
climb to deadly levels that damage the 
nervous system and heart. 

Don’t let pets ride loose in a pick-up 
truck bed. Hot metal can burn paws. The 
sun and flying debris can cause harm. 

Pet heat stress signs: excessive thirst, heavy panting, glazed 
eyes, dizzy, vomiting. 

Overheated pet? Apply ice packs or cold towels only to pet’s 
head, neck and chest. 

When you leave your pet, you not only expose them to heat 
stress but increase risk of theft. 
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What To Do In Case . . . 

You see an unattended child in a car— 
Note the make, model, color and license tag number 
Dial 9-1-1 
Confirm your address and phone number (for call back) 
Remain with the vehicle until authorities arrive 
 

You feel an unattended pet inside a car is at risk from extreme 
heat or cold— 

Note the make, model, color and license tag number 
Call Guilford County Animal Control (336-641-5990) 
Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
After business hours or on Sunday, call 9-1-1 
Confirm your address and phone number (for call back) 
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Additional Resources 

These resources provide information on how to safeguard 
your children and pets: 
 

Safety Laws in North Carolina  
http://www.dmv.org/nc-north-carolina/safety-laws 

 
For Parents and Caregivers 

http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/SafeKids 
 

Pets in Hot Cars 
http://www.paw-rescue.org 
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