PRIORITIZING SUSTAINABILITY
Sustainability describes Greensboro's role in environmental
stewardship, building social equity, and creating a resilient
economy. This Big Idea focuses on protecting our natural resources
and ensuring that residents live in a healthy environment, have
equitable access to public services, have a voice in governance, and
that Greensboro’s economy is resilient to changes at the regional,
national, and global scale.

Why Prioritize Sustainability?

Sustainability is the process of continuous improvement towards
environmental stewardship, social equity, and a resilient economy.
It is a way of thinking and acting that considers the long-term,
indirect, cumulative, and global effects of human activity on the
Earth’s natural systems, with the aim of repairing past damage and
preventing future degradation. Promoting a sustainable community
means following a path toward ensuring that all future generations
benefit from the same, or better, quality of life than we do now.
During public engagement opportunities, a wide range of
participants expressed strong interest in having the Plan include
goals and strategies to address issues related to sustainability and
resilience. This was consistent across multiple meetings in different
parts of Greensboro. In a complex system such as a city, balancing
these objectives is a continual, dynamic process that involves action,
feedback, assessment, and further action. The goal is to build an
enduring community that meets the needs of our residents now and
into the future.
Greensboro’s Vision predicts a future in which we are the greenest
city in the Southeast, with a high level of equity, and a prosperous
and resilient economy. The principles of sustainability featured
prominently in the Plan’s Vision and Values will serve as the City’s
guide for policymaking, growth, and change over the next 20 years
and reflect the importance of sustainability expressed by participants
in the planning process. Changes in technology, the climate, and
the economy will continue at a rapid pace, and the ability of our
community to adapt will be key to our ability to flourish.
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CHAPTER 7: BIG IDEA - PRIORITIZING SUSTAINABILILTY
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES ADDRESSED

The goals and strategies in the Prioritizing Sustainability Big Idea address issues
and opportunities discussed in public meetings or observed when collecting
data about the city. More details are available in the Data Book, the Conditions
and Trends Report, and in the public comment summary.

Global Change

Among other effects of human-induced global change, Greensboro will
experience less predictable rainfall patterns, with increased periods of drought
and more intense storms. More frequent and more intense storms are likely
to exceed the capacity of older portions of the storm sewer system, resulting
in flooding in low-lying areas and along Greensboro’s many small creeks. This
increased uncertainty emphasizes the need for Greensboro to build greater
resilience into its economy and infrastructure.

Social Equity

Disparity in employment, income, wealth, and other factors has been increasing
throughout the U.S. and in Greensboro for several decades. These disparities
are most visible in east Greensboro, but have significant negative effects on
Greensboro’s overall economy. Reversing these inequities presents a major
opportunity for improving our economic strength, stability, and resilience.
Ensuring that City services and facilities are provided as equitably as possible
throughout Greensboro, both geographically and socio-economically, is
important if we want to erase disparity gaps. Examples of these gaps may
include employment, income, wealth, educational attainment, health, social
capital, civic engagement, access to healthy food, access to safe and affordable
housing, and access to transportation.

Regional Cooperation

The problems and opportunities that cities face often do not align with
their boundaries. Solutions may be more attainable through cooperation
and collaboration with adjacent city and county governments. Successful
management of resources and systems and efficient provision of infrastructure
and services often necessitate area-wide coordination, and regional partnerships
or governments are a common means of comprehensively addressing issues
that reach beyond the boundaries of a single city or county.
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Community meeting hosted by the Community Sustainability Council and Planning staff

Greensboro advances environmental stewardship, taking
care of our natural resources and the natural systems that
support all living things.

OUR GOALS AND STRATEGIES FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Greensboro embraces a triple bottom line approach to sustainability that balances
three interdependent attributes. Environmental stewardship ensures that the
contributions of natural resources to human well-being are explicitly recognized
and valued. Social equity incorporates fairness and justice in providing for the
housing, services, health, safety, and the livelihood needs of all citizens and groups.
Economic resilience is necessary to build a diverse, strong local economy that can
withstand changes to the regional, national, and world economy.

“

Strategy 1: Promote resilient, efficient, and environmentally beneficial patterns
of land use. Utilize and modify rezoning, subdivisions, site plan, building permit,
annexation, and related review and approval processes to achieve an appropriate
jobs-housing-service balance. Additionally, apply these processes and others to
ensure that all Greensboro residents are within walking distance to a park, green
space, or natural feature.
Strategy 2: Take policy and program actions that advance sustainability. Such
actions may include promoting green infrastructure to manage water quality, tree
planting policies to reduce the urban heat island effect, development of programs
to increase recycling and reduce solid waste production, and policies to reduce air
pollution and greenhouse gases. Stay up-to-date on emerging technologies and
advancements in science that may contribute to increased sustainability.
Strategy 3: Develop a strong communication, education, and partnering plan
designed to protect the environment. This plan could include public messaging,
new incentives, and environmental education. Additionally, cultivate strong
partnerships with local, regional, and state entities and organizations that work on
environmental protection to help Greensboro adapt to the local effects of global
climate change and address other environmental issues.

“GSO designs for a sustainable future for all by nurturing
one another, caring for our land and resources, and
building a thriving economy.”
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Goal - A

”

Online Survey Response, 2018

Strategy 4: Enhance proactive stormwater and flood hazard mitigation efforts to
address impacts from more frequent high duration and high intensity storm events
including measures to protect critical community assets, manage floodplains,
reduce property loss, ensure business continuity, and improve public safety.
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Goal - B

Goal - C
Greensboro builds economic resilience, expanding the local
economy’s ability to withstand and adjust to disruptions and
changes at the regional, national, and global scales.

Greensboro embraces social equity, ensuring all residents
benefit from fair and just treatment in the distribution of
public services and have a voice in governance.

Strategy 1: Consider the impact that growth and development patterns and
infrastructure investments have on the City’s fiscal health. Use the Growth Tier
Map and policies to evaluate infrastructure investments when making capital
investments and land use decisions. Furthermore, design resilient infrastructure
systems able to withstand and quickly recover from natural disasters and other
emergencies.

Strategy 1: Evaluate impacts to vulnerable populations and communities when
reviewing existing and considering new public policies, projects, and services.
Where past decisions have resulted in disparities in the distribution and quality of
public services and facilities, be proactive in working to eliminate them to improve
quality of life outcomes. As part of this strategy, maintain a vigilant focus on intergenerational equity, so that future generations are able to live as well as, or better
than, current Greensboro residents.

Strategy 2: Cultivate a diverse range of industry sectors and scales of operation
in the local economy to help minimize the impacts of major fluctuations within
any single sector. Create a local economy that is based on reuse, durability, and
repair, to reduce the impacts of an economy centered on disposable goods.
Encourage a robust level of local investment from public, non-profit, and private
sources to support entrepreneurship, especially when it advances sustainability
goals or strategies.

Strategy 2: Work to ensure that all Greensboro residents have meaningful
opportunities to participate in public decision-making processes. Promote capacity-building and leadership programs to equip residents to authentically engage
in civic decisions. Additionally, collaborate with and help strengthen community
organizations, such as neighborhood associations and civic organizations, to foster
active participation in shaping Greensboro’s future.
Strategy 3: Promote a just, ethical, and respectful community. Ensure the
continued protection of human and civil rights and work to instill in individuals a
sense of respect for the rights of others through civic actions, policies, programs,
and dialogue.
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Strategy 3: Enhance economic resiliency through strong partnerships and
a deep reserve of social capital. Continued and enhanced collaboration
with adjacent city, county, and regional entities will allow for quicker, more
comprehensive and more nimble responses to economic issues. In addition,
nurture social capital to weave a community fabric of interdependence,
collaboration, and caring that will enable residents to rely on one another in
times of economic distress.
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