[bookmark: _GoBack][image: COGLOGO2_GSO PMS349.png][image: GPD Logo] 
                                       [image: ]           




                                                                                                                          	                                                                 “Partnering to make Greensboro safe for all people”	
					     
				
Greensboro Police, ALE, Serve Temporary Restraining Order In Nuisance Abatement Case Against Howard Johnson Hotel on Veasley Street


[bookmark: _Hlk92454334]GREENSBORO, NC (October 16, 2025) – A Guilford County Superior Court judge signed a temporary restraining order (TRO) today in a nuisance abatement case against the owners and operators of the Howard Johnson at 2004 Veasley St. in Greensboro.

The temporary restraining order, signed by Guilford County Superior Court Judge Lisa Johnson-Tonkins, is an important initial step in a civil nuisance abatement case brought by the City of Greensboro on behalf of the State of North Carolina. As a result of the order, the property will be closed to any new guests or tenants.

Classio Hospitality, LLC is the deeded owner of the property, which “has created an ongoing threat to public safety and welfare,” according to a legal complaint filed by the City on Oct. 14, 2025 in Guilford County (25CV023421-400). The City’s complaint states the property “has been repeatedly used for felony narcotics trafficking, prostitution, and acts of violence.”

The signed TRO was delivered by City legal staff to police at approximately 3:15 p.m. today in a parking lot along Veasley Street, where nearly 65 GPD officers and 10 North Carolina Alcohol Law Enforcement (ALE) agents were preparing to respond to the hotel. Representatives from the City’s Behavioral Health Response Team were also present to assist as needed.

As part of the TRO, police assisted ALE with an administrative inventory of the property.

Chapter 19 of the North Carolina General Statutes defines “nuisance” activities and provides for a civil remedy to abate such criminal acts and their detrimental impacts on the community. This investigation began with a collaborative decision between the Greensboro Police Department and City officials.

On Oct. 13, 2025, members of the Greensboro Police Department executed a lawful search warrant on the premises, resulting in six arrests for felony drug and firearm violations. A Fire Inspection Report dated Oct. 14, 2025, documents numerous life-safety violations at the same property, including inoperative smoke detectors, faulty electrical wiring, and unsecured gas lines, all posing imminent hazards to occupants and the public.

“This location has generated serious concerns for neighboring properties. The owners of some of those properties reached out to us at the City for assistance,” said Assistant City Manager Andrea Harrell, who oversees public safety. “I want to thank our partners at ALE for working so closely with our police department and City attorneys to make this abatement a reality. This entire corridor will benefit from removing the activity that was occurring at this property.”

Greensboro Police Chief John Thompson acknowledged the successful partnership and teamwork between agencies and personnel “to improve the safety and quality of life for all of our residents and our visitors to Greensboro.”

“The nuisance abatement statute often provides a means for immediate corrective action when traditional law enforcement methods have been unsuccessful,” said ALE Director Bryan House. “We are committed to collaborating with our law enforcement partners to mitigate the adverse impacts nuisance properties have on our communities.”

About ALE: 
ALE’s specially trained agents have the authority to arrest and take investigatory action throughout North Carolina. Their primary responsibility is the enforcement of Alcoholic Beverage Control, tobacco, state lottery and gambling laws.  
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