GREENSBORO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
October 29, 2025 Regular Meeting
Melvin Municipal Office Building, Plaza Level Conference Room
300 W. Washington Street, Greensboro, NC
Approved Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT

Jesse Arnett (Chair), Sharon Graeber (Vice Chair), Deborah Kaufman, Jo Leimenstoll, Arlen
Nicolls (College Hill), Katherine Rowe, Eric Woodard

MEMBERS ABSENT
Joe Thompson (Fisher Park), Bert VanderVeen (Dunleath)
STAFF PRESENT

Heather Bratland, Russ Clegg, Stefan-leih Geary, Planning Department; Brent Ducharme,
Assistant City Attorney

Chair Arnett asked staff to confirm that Commission members were contacted to ensure a
quorum, the meeting was properly advertised and applicants informed of the meeting, copies of
COA applications and meeting minutes were made available to Commission members five days
before the meeting, and reasonable efforts were made to identify and notify surrounding property
owners and other interested parties for all COA applications.

Chair Arnett called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Ms. Bratland stated that Item 2, Approval of Minutes, was corrected to reflect the correct meeting
date of September 24, 2025. Ms. Bratland requested that Item 5a, Resolution Honoring Chair
Jesse Arnett, be moved up to follow ltem 2.

The applicant for Iltem 3d, #3068 at 321 E. Hendrix Street, has requested a continuance until the
December 10, 2025, meeting.

Commission members and staff introduced themselves. Chair Arnett reviewed the legal
requirements for COAs and swore in staff and speakers. Chair Arnett asked Commission
members to confirm that they received their information packets, whether any had conflicts of
interest with respect to applications, and whether they had discussed the applications prior to the
meeting.

1. APPROVAL OF ABSENCES

Motion to excuse the absences of Mr. Thompson and Mr. VanderVeen by Ms. Leimenstoll.
Second by Ms. Nicolls.
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The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the draft September 24, 2025, minutes by Ms. Leimenstoll.
Second by Ms. Kaufman.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

5. ITEMS FROM THE COMMISSION

a. Resolution Honoring Jesse Arnett for Distinguished Service to the Greensboro
Historic Preservation Commission

WHEREAS, the City of Greensboro recognizes the vital importance of preserving and celebrating
its historic and architectural heritage, which contributes to the city’s unique character, cultural
richness, and sense of place; and

WHEREAS, Jesse Arnett has faithfully and honorably served as a Commissioner since 2019 and
was elected Chair of the Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission in 2022; and

WHEREAS, during Mr. Arnett’s tenure, he provided exemplary leadership, thoughtful guidance,
and a steadfast commitment to the protection and enhancement of Greensboro’s historic
resources; and

WHEREAS, his demonstrated deep understanding of preservation principles, a balanced and fair
approach to decision-making, and a collaborative spirit has strengthened the Commission’s
service to the community; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Arnett also served as a dedicated member of the Historic District Design
Standards Advisory Committee, contributing valuable insight and expertise to the development
and refinement of the Standards to ensure that Greensboro’s historic districts reflect their historic
integrity while meeting the needs of a growing and evolving city; and

WHEREAS, he further contributed time and professional expertise to Major Project Sub-
Committees including the new construction project at 424 Fisher Park Circle and the extensive
renovation and restoration of the C. W. Stockard House at 305 West Bessemer Avenue, providing
critical review and constructive feedback in evaluating complex preservation projects.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Greensboro Historic Preservation
Commission hereby expresses its profound appreciation and gratitude to Mr. Jesse Arnett for his
outstanding service, leadership, and contributions to historic preservation in our community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be entered into the official records of the
Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission, and that a copy be presented to Mr. Jesse Arnett
as a token of the city’s respect, gratitude, and best wishes for continued success in all future
endeavors.

Adopted by acclimation.



Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission 3
October 29, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes—APPROVED

3. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS (EVIDENTIARY
HEARING)

a. Application Number: 3059 (CONTINUED until December 10, 2025)
Location: 626 S. Mendenhall Street, College Hill Historic District
Applicant: Rent-A-Home of the Triad, Inc., c/o Ryan Dickson
Property Owner: Thomas F. Bridgers; Lynda J. Bridgers
Date Application Received: August 27, 2025

Motion by Ms. Nicolls to continue Application 3059 until December 10, 2025.
Second by Vice Chair Graeber.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

CONTINUED until December 10, 2025.
b. Application Number: 3065 (APPROVED with conditions)
Location: 704 Magnolia Street, Fisher Park Historic District
Applicant: Sharon Natashia Futrell
Property Owner: Sharon Natashia Futrell
Date Application Received: October 2, 2025
Ms. Geary presented the application, staff comments, photographs, and maps of the property.

Description of Work

After-the-fact removal of a pecan tree in the rear yard near accessory building

Staff Recommendation

Based on information contained in the application, the staff supports this application with
conditions. In the staff’'s opinion the proposed project as presented is not incongruous with the
Design Standards—Tree Management and Landscaping (page 9) for the following reasons

Facts

A mature pecan tree over 16” DBH located in close proximity to a contributing accessory structure
was dropping limbs on the building, and the roots were growing into the foundation and under the
building. The property owner arranged for the tree to be removed not realizing she needed a COA.
Staff including Christa Jordan, a certified arborist, visited the site during the work, and over half
of the canopy had already been removed. This made the tree structurally unstable. The property
owner showed staff the areas where she felt there was damage to her foundation and flooring.
She agreed that she would plant another canopy tree in a different location on her property.

The front and side yards include three mature canopy trees that will remain on the lot.

Standards for Tree Management and Landscaping (page 9)

1. Preserve specimen trees, defined in the historic districts as canopy trees with a diameter
at breast height (DBH) of 16 inches or greater and understory trees with a DBH of 10
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inches or greater. Invasive trees are not considered specimen trees, regardless of DBH.
Consult with planning staff and the city arborist when healthy specimen trees are removed
to determine if a new specimen tree is necessary to restore the tree canopy.

3. Protect historic buildings from damage caused by falling trees or branches by pruning
trees close to buildings. Maintain specimen trees by following ANSI Pruning Standards.
Pruning specimen trees in a manner that jeopardizes the tree’s health, including “topping”
trees, is inappropriate.

4. Prune or remove specimen trees that are causing structural problems, are diseased, dead,
dying, or hazardous to life or property.

Recommended Conditions

1. Plant a new pecan tree within six (6) months of removal in a location selected in
consultation with the City Arborist and staff

Questions for Staff

Ms. Geary confirmed that staff would recommend the replacement tree have a 2” DBH, noting
that it allows for the tree to better acclimate to the soil than a tree with a larger DBH.

In Support

Natashia Futrell, 704 Magnolia Street, Greensboro, owner, spoke in support. Ms. Futrell
explained that the tree was dropping limbs and had the potential to damage the deck and fence.
She also explained that she saw the carriage house floor beginning to heave because of the tree
roots. A deck that had been built around the tree trunk by a prior owner also began to lift up and
break apart.

In Opposition

No one spoke in opposition.
The public hearing was closed.
Discussion

The Commission discussed the facts of the case, noting that the new Design Standards specify
that removal of a tree that is damaging a historic resource is appropriate.

Ms. Kaufman moved that based on the facts presented in application #3065 and the public
hearing, the Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission finds that the proposed project
is not incongruous with the Historic District Program Manual and Design Standards; and
that the Staff Comments and Standards 1, 3, and 4 on page 9 are acceptable as findings of
fact.

Second by Ms. Leimenstoll.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.
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Therefore, Ms. Kaufman moved that the Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission
approves application #3065 and grants a Certificate of Appropriateness for work at 704
Magnolia Street with the following conditions:
1. Plant a new pecan tree, with a minimum of 2” DBH, within six (6) months of removal
in a location selected in consultation with the City Arborist and staff;
2. The applicant shall receive, prior to commencement of the work, all other required
permits or permissions from governmental agencies; and
3. Historic Preservation staff shall review and approve any revisions or deviations to
any portion of the as-submitted work, that qualifies as a minor work, prior to the
commencement of that portion of the project.
Second by Mr. Woodard.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

APPROVED with conditions.
c. Application Number: 3066 (APPROVED with conditions)
Location: 700 N. EIm Street, Fisher Park Historic District
Applicant: City of Greensboro c/o Phil Fleischmann, Parks and Recreation Director
Owner: City of Greensboro
Date Application Received: October 7, 2025
Ms. Bratland presented the application, staff comments, photographs, and maps of the property.

Description of Work

Renovations to Park Proper West, including construction of a stone patio, stone entrance walls,
and an accessible parking space; grading and tree removal; and installation of public art

Staff Recommendation

Based on information contained in the application, the staff supports this application. In the staff’s
opinion the proposed project as presented is not incongruous with the Design Standards—
Streets, Sidewalks, and Public Spaces (page 6), Tree Management and Landscaping (page 9),
Fences, Walls, and Site Features (page 12), Walkways, Driveways, and Parking Areas (page 15),
Utilities and Mechanical (page 25), and Patios and Decks (page 27) for the following reasons:

Facts

Park Proper West is bisected by a stream that runs roughly northwest to southeast. On the west
side of the park, three masonry stairways provide access from Fisher Park Circle to a grassy
bottom that is planted with trees. Historically, the bottom has been wet and boggy; multiple trees,
including several river birches and a bald cypress, have been planted by the Parks and Recreation
Department to assist with drying the bottom. Near the center of the park, an arched granite bridge
crosses the creek. This bridge, which is the work of master stonemason Andrew Leopold
Schlosser, replaced an earlier wooden bridge in the 1930s. Changes to the bridge for ADA
compatibility were approved by the Commission in November 2024 under COA No. 2973. On the
west bank of the creek at the foot of the bridge, a stone-outlined planting bed surrounds several
trees. It is not known when this planting bed was constructed. Gravel and asphalt pathways lead
from the eastern foot of the bridge to entrances on the east side of the park.



Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission 6
October 29, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes—APPROVED

This project proposes to construct a gathering space on the west side of the creek. It will include
an oval-shaped Pennsylvania bluestone patio edged with 18”-high seat walls constructed from
Elberton granite with grapevine mortar. Land to the west of the patio will be graded and finished
as an oval-shaped lawn. Grading and construction of the patio will require removal of fifteen trees
and the stone-outlined planting bed. A new planting bed will be installed on the eastern side of
the patio, buffering it from the creek and more naturalistic east side of Park Proper West.

Trees to be removed include the following:

18” DBH ash in fair condition with multiple dead limbs;

16” DBH river birch in fair condition, though leaning, one-sided, and crowding other

trees;

36” DBH river birch in fair condition with multiple dead branches;

18” DBH river birch in fair condition with a low, weak crotch;

18” DBH river birch in fair condition that is crowding other trees;

12” DBH bald cypress in fair condition, though one-sided, limb structure looks weak;

12” DBH mulberry, a poor multi-stem tree that crowding out 8" DBH oak tree that will

be retained;

8. 4” DBH sweet gum, no COA required;

9. 20” DBH mimosa, invasive species;

10. 20” DBH sweet gum in fair condition with several dead limbs;

11. 16” DBH river birch in fair condition, though leaning and one-sided with a low/weak
crotch;

12. 6” DBH red oak, no COA required;

13. 6” DBH mulberry, no COA required;

14. 16” DBH red maple in poor condition with signs of rot and missing a part of the top;
and

15. 16” DBH poplar in fair condition with multiple dead limbs.

N —

No ok w

The entrance to Fisher Park just south of the intersection of Victoria Street and Fisher Park Circle
will be altered with the installation of “Divine Wind,” a sculpture designed by Jim Gallucci. “Divine
Wind” will function as a keyhole gate and be constructed from stainless steel. The opening will be
approximately 13’ in diameter. Matching steel railings will be installed on both sides of the central
stairs, and the existing metal handrail will be removed. The other two entrances on the west side
of the park will be marked with the addition of 5’-high, 8'6”-wide flanking portals constructed from
Elberton granite with grapevine mortar.

As a component of this project, the Parks and Recreation Department plans to make the gathering
space ADA compliant and accessible to residents with mobility challenges. The last parking space
at the north end of Park Proper West will be reconstructed as a wider, accessible space and be
paved with concrete. The aggregate gutter pan, which dates to the 1980s, will be retained. Square
concrete curbs will outline the space and match those around the park. A new concrete ramp and
walkway will connect the parking space to an existing walkway that leads to the bridge across the
creek. That walkway, which is currently a mix of asphalt and gravel, will be paved with asphalt
and widened to a minimum of 4’ to provide an accessible pathway to the bridge. A bluestone-
surfaced walkway will connect the bridge to the new patio on the west side of the creek, making
the feature fully accessible.
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An irrigation system will be installed, requiring the installation of two above-ground backflow
preventers and hotboxes. The hotboxes will be finished in a shade of green that allows them to
visually recede into the background.

Standards for Streets, Sidewalks, and Public Spaces (page 6)

1.

Maintain historic street patterns, widths, and construction materials. Maintain historic
paving materials for roads, sidewalks, and curbing. When underground utility construction
or other work impacts the public right-of-way, repair pavement, brick gutters, and granite
curbs with matching materials and dimensions.

Maintain historic park features, original park designs, and public spaces. Design new
public spaces to be harmonious with the historic districts. Permanent installations should
not detract from the neighborhood setting or historic architecture.

Standards for Tree Management and Landscaping (page 9)

1.

Preserve specimen trees, defined in the historic districts as canopy trees with a diameter
at breast height (DBH) of 16 inches or greater and understory trees with a DBH of 10
inches or greater. Invasive trees are not considered specimen trees, regardless of DBH.
Consult with planning staff and the city arborist when healthy specimen trees are removed
to determine if a new specimen tree is necessary to restore the tree canopy.

Consult with the city arborist prior to construction or grading work. Take precautions to
protect existing specimen trees and root systems during new construction, paving, and
site work (see the Tree Management Guide in the Appendix for more information). Ensure
that surface water flows away from historic buildings to protect foundations.

Prune or remove specimen trees that are causing structural problems, are diseased, dead,
dying, or hazardous to life or property.

Maintain the property’s topography. Install resiliency measures such as infiltration
trenches, dry wells, cisterns, rain gardens, and other adaptations when appropriate
(NCDNCR Resilience Design Standards).

Standards for Fences, Walls, and Site Features (page 12)

2.

5.

Introduce new perimeter walls and retaining walls constructed of brick, stone, or concrete
in a design, height, and location consistent with the property and the historic district.
Install ponds, piped fountains, and similar built-in features in a way that does not damage
specimen trees and does not detract from the character of the historic property or district.
Install pools in rear yards and screen from view of the public right-of-way.

Standards for Walkways, Driveways, and Parking Areas (page 15)

1.

Retain historic paving materials such as brick or slate pavers, including steps and
walkways, in their original locations. When damaged, repair with materials that match or
are compatible with historic materials. When replacing deteriorated walkways or
driveways, remove the old paving before installing new materials so that the surface is
even with the ground and maintains the relationship with steps, public sidewalk, etc.
Introduce new driveways, parking areas, and walkways that are compatible in location,
dimension, and material with the site and historic district.



Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission 8
October 29, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes—APPROVED

Standards for Utilities and Mechanical (page 25)

5. Install backflow-prevention devices in water and sewer lines to prevent pollution or
contamination from reverse-flow water from heavy rains and flood waters. Minimize the
visible impact of above-ground backflow preventers from the street.

Standards for Patios and Decks (page 27)

5. Install new patios in side and rear yards. Appropriate materials include brick, stone,
concrete, and pavers. Consider water permeable materials to reduce stormwater runoff.
Design new patios with dimensions that are appropriate for the scale and proportions of
the principal building and open space of the rear yard.

Recommended Condition

1. Prior to issuance of the COA, the applicant shall submit a tree protection plan for staff
review and approval

Questions for Staff

The Commission asked staff about the possibility of treating the ash tree near the ADA parking
space for emerald ash borer and for the dimensions of the proposed patio. Staff referred both
questions to the applicant for a response during testimony. The Commission asked about the
funding source for the project, and staff confirmed that the funds were from a private donor.

In Support

Phil Flesichmann, 301 S. Greene Street, Suite 301, Greensboro, Parks and Recreation
director, spoke in support. Mr. Fleischmann reviewed the master plan for Fisher Park, which was
adopted in 2020. One key goal of the master plan was to create gathering spaces within the park.
The aim of this project is to turn the informal gathering space that has existed in the park for a
long time into a formal gathering space. Chip Callaway, a renowned landscape architect and
Fisher Park resident, designed the installation. It will include a four seasons garden planted with
native species that are consistent with the character of the park. The enhancements will ensure
that the park remains well-maintained and a viable community space. Mr. Fleischmann discussed
the tree removals and noted that the river birches had not been very effective at minimizing water
ponding. The grading proposed as part of the project is intended to improve stormwater
management in the park. He discussed the involvement of the Fisher Park Neighborhood
Association in reviewing the proposal. He thanked the S. J. Edwards Foundation for making the
project possible and Jim Halsch, chair of the Fisher Park Neighborhood Association’s Park
Beautification Committee. He shared the timeline for beginning work in the winter or early spring
of 2026. Mr. Fleischmann discussed the planned use of the space, noting that it is intended for
use by the neighborhood and surrounding community for things like National Night Out that
already happen in the park. Organized events are required to go through a special permitting
process within the department. Because there are no restroom facilities in the park, organized
activities will be limited. Decisions about offering larger scale event reservations in the future will
be made in consultation with the neighborhood. Mr. Fleischmann confirmed that the patio is
proposed to be 32'x62’.

Jim Coleman, 405 W. Bessemer Avenue, Greensboro, Fisher Park Neighborhood
Association president, spoke in support. Mr. Coleman noted that the concerns of the residents
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had been addressed and that there is a large amount of support for the project. He stated that the
design is harmonious with the existing historic architecture and that the materials are consistent
with the property and Design Standards. The board of the association unanimously and
enthusiastically voted in favor of approval.

Michael Chapman, 818 N. Eugene Street, Greensboro, Fisher Park Neighborhood
Association board member, spoke in support. Mr. Chapman reminded the Commission that the
park has evolved over time, noting that the stone bridges, granite steps, period light fixtures,
parking spaces, and playground are not original features. He shared that he had attended
weddings and funerals in this part of the park, which has always been a gathering place.

David Craft, 807 Simpson Street, Greensboro, Fisher Park resident, spoke in support. Mr.
Craft shared that his father had planted most of the azaleas in West Park. He stated that the river
birches were due for replacement and the ash tree spindly. He said that art is subjective and that
the proposed sculpture is beautiful and will help reinforce an appreciation for things that are old.

Jim Halsch, 812 Olive Street, Greensboro, Park Beautification Committee chair, spoke in
support. Mr. Halsch noted that he uncovered the stones around the planting bed some years ago
because they had been covered by soil. He has added stones to it over the years. He shared that
conversations about improving the park had been happening for years but there was no funding
to make improvements until now.

Mr. Fleischmann supplemented his earlier testimony, stating that this project is the first phase of
implementation of the master plan.

In Opposition

No one spoke in opposition.

The public hearing was closed.

Ms. Nicolls indicated that she had a few questions.

Motion by Ms. Rowe to reopen the public hearing.
Second by Vice Chair Graeber.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

Ms. Nicolls asked whether there were plans to plant new trees in the park to replace those that
were being removed. Staff explained that one goal of the project is to create an open space in the
bottom, which is where the trees will be removed. The river birches were planted about 22 years
ago to address water problems, which the grading will address. Staff also discussed the site visit
with the Parks and Recreation team and engineer Tori Small when plans were revised to retain
the 48” DBH white oak on the edge of the slope. Mr. Fleischmann confirmed that the planting plan
includes magnolia trees on the east side of the patio.

Ms. Geary left the meeting at approximately 5:15 p.m.

Chair Arnett closed the public hearing.



Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission 10
October 29, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes—APPROVED

Discussion

The Commission discussed the facts of the case. They noted how sensitive the design is to the
neighborhood while it also upgrades the park and makes it more usable. They also expressed
appreciation for the materials and attention to detail like the grapevine mortar.

Motion by Ms. Leimenstoll to reopen the public hearing.
Second by Vice Chair Graeber.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

Mr. Halsch noted that the park is approximately 14 acres, or 12 football fields. This project will
only impact the area of about one football field, so truly a small part of the park.

Ms. Bratland noted newspapers from the 1930s document efforts from garden clubs to clean up
the park and create pleasant gathering spaces for events like Easter egg hunts. Nearly 100 years
later, this is @a modern iteration of that effort.

Chair Arnett closed the public hearing.

Chair Arnett expressed his view that the sculpture is appropriate for the location because Jim
Gallucci is important to Greensboro as a sculptor in the same way that Andrew Schlosser was as
a stonemason. The sculpture will reinforce formalization of the gathering space while
acknowledging the history of special moments that have happened in the park.

Ms. Leimenstoll moved that based on the facts presented in application #3066 and the
public hearing, the Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission finds that the proposed
project is not incongruous with the Historic District Program Manual and Design
Standards; and that the Staff Comments and Standards 1 and 7 on page 6; Standards 1, 2,
4, and 5 on page 9; Standards 2 and 5 on page 12; Standards 1 and 2 on page 15; Standard
5 on page 25; and Standard 5 on page 27 are acceptable as findings of fact.

Second by Vice Chair Graeber.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

Therefore, Ms. Leimenstoll moved that the Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission
approves application #3066 and grants a Certificate of Appropriateness for work at 700 N.
Elm Street with the following conditions:
1. Prior to issuance of the COA, the applicant shall submit a tree protection plan for
staff review and approval
2. The applicant shall receive, prior to commencement of the work, all other required
permits or permissions from governmental agencies; and
3. Historic Preservation staff shall review and approve any revisions or deviations to
any portion of the as-submitted work, that qualifies as a minor work, prior to the
commencement of that portion of the project.
Second by Vice Chair Graeber.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.



Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission 11
October 29, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes—APPROVED

APPROVED with conditions.

d. Application Number: 3068 (CONTINUED until December 10, 2025)
Location: 321 E. Hendrix Street, Fisher Park Historic District
Applicant: Mark Blevins
Property Owner: Mark W. Blevins; Anna Silvensky Blevins
Date Application Received: October 8, 2025

Ms. Bratland explained that the applicant had requested the continuance to work out some
complications of siting the outbuilding with the necessary setbacks from adjacent properties and
N. Church Street.

Motion by Vice Chair Graeber to continue Application 3068 until December 10, 2025.
Second by Ms. Leimenstoll.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

4. PUBLIC HEARING

a. College Hill MSD—Contract with ASJ Wilson for S. Mendenhall Street Streetscape
Improvements

Ms. Bratland explained that a public hearing for the contract is required because Municipal
Service District (MSD) funds are being used for the project. Following the public hearing, the
contract will be put on the City Council agenda in November. The College Hill Neighborhood
Association (CHNA) voted to move forward with the project based on the ASJ Wilson contract at
their meeting on September 22, 2025.

Ms. Nicolls asked whether any sections of Walker Avenue were included in the project. Rosemarie
DiGiorgio of CHNA explained that after stop signs were installed, that component of the project
was removed from the scope of work because of cost considerations. Ms. Bratland confirmed that
work is anticipated to begin early in 2026.

Ms. Nicolls moved that the Greensboro HPC recommend that City Council approve a
contract with ASJ Wilson in the amount of $230,000 for streetscape improvements on S.
Mendenhall Street, as requested by the College Hill Neighborhood Association on
September 22, 2025.

Second by Ms. Leimenstoll.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll, Nicolls,
Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

5. ITEMS FROM THE COMMISSION

b. Education and Outreach Committee

Ms. Rowe shared that she and Ms. Kaufman had put together a six-part outline of a video aimed
at educating realtors about working in the local historic districts. The next step is to meet with staff
to refine the concept and determine next steps.
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c. Update on Civil Rights Grant and NRAC

Mr. Woodard share that work on the second NPS Civil Rights grant continues with the drafting of
a multiple property document and applications for two individual listings in the National Register.
The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer and Gillespie Golf Course have been selected by the
steering committee. Ms. Bratland shared that both of those properties were added to the NC Study
List at the last National Register Advisory Committee meeting.

6. ITEMS FROM THE STAFF

a. Staff Approval Report—September 2025
There were no questions on the staff approval report.
b. 2026 HPC Meeting Calendar

Ms. Bratland reminded Commission members that they received a 2026 meeting calendar with
their agenda packets.

c. Learnings from Preservation North Carolina Conference

Ms. Bratland discussed the education sessions she and Ms. Leimenstoll attended at the
conference in Asheville. The keynote was by Lori Ferriss, AlA, PE, the founder of Built Buildings
Lab. She discussed the intersection of heritage conservation, sustainability, and the built
environment. The walking tour of Asheville’s African-American business district had some
fantastic signage and a very interesting story. The SHPO presented information about the
increases in National Register listings and tax credit projects across the state. Benjam Briggs of
PNC shared information about their work, including that they hold between 20 and 40 easements
on historic properties in Guilford County.

Ms. Bratland also shared that she had met Angela Hronek, who Councilmember Jamilla Pinder
recently appointed to the HPC, at the meeting. Ms. Hronek, who was in the HPC audience, was
introduced to the Commission and thanked for attending the meeting.

d. Proposed Greensboro Historic Marker Program

Mr. Clegg shared that staff has been working on a plan for a local historic marker program for
several months. It presents an opportunity to celebrate things that are locally important, unlike the
state markers, which are specifically for Civil Rights or things of statewide or national importance.
The marker application and awards would be on an annual cycle, with two awarded each year.
Applications would be due in February with selections made in March. The selection committee
would include several members of the HPC, representatives from the History Museum and
Preservation Greensboro, plus at-large members from the community. The program would
recognize events, places, organizations, and people 50 or more years old who have contributed
to the history of Greensboro. Recognitions of a person can be considered 25 years following their
death. The markers are proposed to have a Greensboro green background with gold lettering and
the city seal or Leafy G at the top.

Staff and the Commission discussed the possibility of adding QR codes to signs on the markers
to allow people to access more information than what is on the marker itself. Using a separate
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sign on the post will also allow for them to be switched out as technology and websites change
without necessitating a change to the marker.

Chair Arnett suggested that it might be advisable to award a larger number of markers in the first
year of the program to get a critical mass in the landscape and really publicize it. He suggested
ten in the first year. Staff and the Commission discussed potential candidates, and the HPC
requested a list of the existing markers in Greensboro.

Motion by Ms. Leimenstoll to request that staff develop a firm proposal for the historic
marker program.
Second by Ms. Kaufman.

The Commission voted 7-0 in favor. Ayes: Arnett, Graeber, Kaufman, Leimenstoll,
Nicolls, Rowe, Woodard. Nays: none.

e. Blandwood Bourbon Festival, November 8 from 1-5 p.m.
Mr. Woodard invited everyone to come out to the bourbon festival. He noted that there would be

a band, several distillers, and food trucks. There are several levels of tickets that include different
swag, like a glass and t-shirt.

7. SPEAKERS FROM THE AUDIENCE

It being Chair Arnett’s last meeting as a member of the Commission, he offered the following
parting thoughts.

| thought this is a great meeting for me to go out on. I've always been a believer that the
best way we can preserve our historic properties is by investing in them and letting them
stay relevant to our current needs. And, our agenda today was a great example of that. |
mean the Fisher Park project and lots of times that comes to us in the context of private
investment to individual properties. But it's exciting to see it happening in a public park
funded by a private foundation and investment that the city is making and the streetscape.
So just neat to see that. And so again, thank you all. I've enjoyed it. Thank you guys.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 6:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather M. Bratland
Staff, Greensboro Historic Preservation Commission
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