GREENSBORO
URBAN AREA

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Proposed Amendments to the Thoroughfare &
Collector Street Plan

Background

The Greensboro Urban Area Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan identifies existing and
planned thoroughfare and collector roadway alignments for planning purposes and is used by
MPO member jurisdictions to guide development, establish roadway design requirements, and
identify future transportation corridors where right-of-way preservation may be appropriate.

Requested Plan Amendments

Two requests were submitted for MPO review to amend the Thoroughfare and Collector Street
Plan:

Sandy Ridge Road / W. Market Street Area

Removal of the planned rail grade separation

Removal of the planned interchange at W. Market Street

Removal of the collector street extension north of W. Market Street

o 0o o

2. US 70 Sedalia Bypass
e Removal of the planned US 70 Bypass around the Town of Sedalia

Staff Review

MPO staff reviewed the requested amendments iin the context of corridor function, consistency
with the adopted Metropolitan Transportation Plan, and current corridor planning
considerations.

Staff Recommendation
Based on this review, MPO staff recommends the following actions:

e Remove the Sandy Ridge Road rail grade separation and interchange at W. Market Street.

¢ No recommendation on the Sandy Ridge Road collector street extension at this time. The
City’s site-specific development review process would provide more detailed information
typically considered in such cases.

e Remove the US 70 Sedalia Bypass from the Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan.
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Public Review

The public review period ran from February 6 through March 8, 2026. Outreach included the

MPO website, public notice, press release, and an online survey.

Online Survey Responses

Requested Amendment Support | Oppose
Remove Sandy Ridge grade

separation, interchange and collector

extension at W. Market Street 0 0
Remove US 70 Sedalia Bypass 3 1

Comments received primarily referenced potential property impacts, compensation
considerations, and safety concerns related to truck traffic in Sedalia.
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Sandy Ridge Road

Background

A request was submitted to remove the rail grade separation, interchange, and collector street
extension at W. Market Street from the Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan.

History

e In September, the MPO approved modifications to the Thoroughfare and Collector Street
Plan to reclassify the planned Sandy Ridge Road extension as a collector street and realign
it to connect to Marshall Smith Road instead of Pleasant Ridge Road.

e Three active STIP projects—U-4758, 1-5712, and U-6045—affect this section of Sandy
Ridge Road and will improve 1-40 access and connections to the High Point area.

o U-4758 will widen approximately 4.4 miles of Sandy Ridge Road and Johnson Street,
enhancing access to High Point. Construction began in December 2025.

e [-5712 will improve the Sandy Ridge Road interchange at I-40 and widen Sandy Ridge
Road from 1-40 to Cider Road. Construction is currently scheduled to begin in FY 2031.

o U-6045 will widen Sandy Ridge Road between Cider Road and W. Market Street.
Construction was previously scheduled to begin in 2028; the project is currently funded for
design only and is subject to reprioritization in Prioritization 8.0.

o During design development, the project scope was expanded to include a rail grade
separation and a bridge over W. Market Street, along with a western connection to W.
Market Street (conceptually mapped as an interchange), to minimize at-grade crossings
along the corridor.

o Updated cost estimates for the expanded scope exceeded $50 million, resulting in the
project being shifted to design-only status during development of the FY 2026—-2035
TIP.

o Prioritization 8.0 budgets are highly constrained, making the expanded scope infeasible
within available Division Needs funding levels. In addition, with an average of
approximately two trains per day using this rail line, a grade separation is not
anticipated to be a critical need absent a substantial change in rail service levels.

o As aresult, NCDOT and the MPO agreed to return the project to its original concept: a
short at-grade widening with a surface intersection at W. Market Street. The project is
currently competing for funding in the P8.0 Division Needs category at a lower cost
(estimate pending).

o The collector street extension north of W. Market Street is no longer part of U-6045 but
remains a separate planned facility identified in the adopted Thoroughfare and Collector
Street Plan to support local circulation and access north of W. Market Street.
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Additional Considerations

e The Sandy Ridge corridor has strong potential for continued industrial, logistics, and freight-
oriented development due to its strategic access to 1-40 and proximity to PTI and nearby
airfield-adjacent industries, including Boom Supersonic, HAECO, and JetZero.

e The proposed Sandy Ridge collector street extension is intended to improve roadway
connectivity to support the full development potential of the greater airport area.

e The planned Sandy Ridge collector street extension is identified in the adopted
Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan with a minimum right-of-way width of approximately
60 feet.

e A property immediately north of W. Market Street has submitted a Unified Development
Plan that includes proposed right-of-way dedication consistent with the planned Sandy
Ridge collector street extension.

Summary

e The planned Sandy Ridge collector street extension remains a separate facility identified in
the adopted Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan. It is independent of the previously
evaluated grade separation and interchange concept and is intended to improve roadway
connectivity in the greater airport area.

e The rail grade separation and interchange at W. Market Street were evaluated under an
expanded concept for U-6045 but did not advance due to cost escalation and funding
constraints. U-6045 has since returned to an at-grade configuration.

e Removal of the grade separation and interchange from the Thoroughfare and Collector
Street Plan does not preclude future transportation improvements at this location. If future
planning or project development determines that additional infrastructure is needed,
appropriate alternatives could be evaluated at that time.
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US 70 Sedalia Bypass - Thoroughfare Plan Amendment Area
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US 70 Sedalia Bypass

Background

A request was submitted to remove the proposed US 70 Bypass around the Town of Sedalia
from the Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan.

History

e Between 2010 and 2015, NCDOT conducted an environmental study and merger process
for improvements to US 70 from Mt. Hope Church Road to Westbrook Avenue. The
process completed Concurrence Point 1 (Purpose and Need), Concurrence Point 2
(Alternatives to be Carried Forward), and Concurrence Point 2A (Bridging and Minimization
Decisions).

e Through the merger process, agency representatives—including NCDOT, FHWA, USACE,
USFWS, and USEPA—concurred on three alternatives to be carried forward for detailed
study in the Sedalia area: widening along the existing alignment, a northern bypass, and a
southern bypass. Coordination with NCSHPO informed refinements to the alternatives to
minimize impacts to historic properties.

e Following agency concurrence on the alternatives for detailed study, representatives of the
Town of Sedalia reiterated the Town’s prior resolution supporting improvements along the
existing US 70 alignment and opposing new-location bypass alternatives. Town
representatives expressed concern that a bypass could divide the community, diminish the
visibility and long-term vitality of the historic district and the Charlotte Hawkins Brown
Museum and State Historic Site, and adversely affect Sedalia’s cohesion as a unified
community. They indicated a preference for widening through town and stated they would
support a narrowed typical section within the existing corridor rather than construction of a
new bypass.

¢ No preferred alternative was formally selected before NCDOT discontinued the study due
to limited funding prospects.

e The southern bypass concept was subsequently shown in the Thoroughfare and Collector
Street Plan following its advancement for detailed study during the merger process. Its
inclusion reflected the planning context at that time and did not constitute formal NEPA
selection.

e The MPO has submitted the US 70 widening project from Knox Road to Rock Creek Dairy
Road in each round of STI prioritization since Prioritization 3.0. The project remains under
consideration in Prioritization 8.0 but has not been selected for funding to date.

e The estimated cost of improvements relative to the corridor length has affected the project’s
competitiveness under the STI prioritization process.
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Additional Considerations

e The proposed US 70 Sedalia Bypass is shown in the Thoroughfare and Collector Street
Plan with a minimum right-of-way width of approximately 110 feet.

e The City of Greensboro has recently agreed to extend water and sewer service to the
Sedalia area, which may increase development activity and future travel demand along the
US 70 corridor. However, the corridor closely parallels 1-40, and most longer-distance
through traffic utilizes the interstate, with US 70 primarily serving more localized travel
needs.

e During periods of congestion or incidents on 1-40, US 70 may function as a reliever or
detour route, resulting in temporary increases in traffic volumes.

e A bypass alignment would impact existing structures near Rock Creek Dairy Road and
would require reconfiguration of the eastern connection to US 70 in the vicinity of the Rock
Creek Dairy Road intersection. This area experiences congestion due to access to the |-
40/1-85 interchange.

e The MPO is pursuing a project to modernize US 70 through Sedalia focused on improving
safety and traffic operations along the existing alignment through measures such as
roundabouts, intersection improvements, pedestrian accommodations, and a sidewalk and
shared-use sidepath.

e Local stakeholders have expressed concerns regarding truck traffic operating through the
Town of Sedalia and the need for corridor improvements that better reflect the town’s
context, including pedestrian accommodations and streetscape enhancements. These
considerations have informed the MPQO’s modernization approach.

e The modernization project is considered more competitive under current prioritization
criteria and is expected to have a clearer path to implementation. If a widening project does
not become sufficiently competitive or necessary in the future, the modernization project
would serve as a long-term strategy for addressing corridor needs.

Summary

e The US 70 Sedalia Bypass was studied as part of prior corridor improvement efforts and
advanced for detailed study during the merger process but was not formally selected before
the study was discontinued.

e The widening project has not advanced to construction due to funding constraints and
competitiveness under the STI prioritization process, although it remains eligible for
selection in a future prioritization cycle.

e Should a widening project advance in the future, alternatives analysis would be revisited to
reflect updated environmental conditions, development patterns, and community context.

e Removal of the bypass from the Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan does not preclude
future transportation improvements if conditions change. Should future planning determine
that a bypass or similar facility is needed, a future planning effort could evaluate
appropriate alternatives at that time.
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RESOLUTION AMENDING THE GREENSBORO MPO THOROUGHFARE AND
COLLECTOR STREET PLAN

A motion was made by TAC Member Carly Cooke and seconded by TAC Member
Skip Alston____ for adoption of the following resolution, which upon being put to a vote
was duly adopted.

WHEREAS, the Greensboro Urban Area Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan identifies
existing and planned thoroughfare and collector roadway alignments used by MPO member
jurisdictions to guide development and establish roadway design requirements;

WHEREAS, the Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan is an element of the Greensboro
Urban Area 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan;

WHEREAS, requests were submitted for MPO review to amend the Thoroughfare and

Collector Street Plan for the proposed Sandy Ridge Road / W. Market Street collector and
grade seperation;

WHEREAS, the Greensboro Urban Area MPO conducted a public review period from February
6 through March 8, 2026; and

WHEREAS, MPO staff reviewed the requested amendments and provided recommendations
to the Transportation Advisory Committee;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensboro Urban Area Transportation

Advisory Committee approves the following amendments to the Thoroughfare and Collector
Street Plan:

1. Removal of the planned Sandy Ridge Road rail grade separation and interchange at W.
Market Street.

2. Removal of the planned Sandy Ridge Road Collector Road from W. Market Street to
Marshall Smith Road.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Greensboro is directed to update the official

Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan mapping and documentation to reflect these
amendments.
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I, Marikay Abuzuaiter , TAC Chair

(Name of Certifying Official) (Title of Certifying Official)

do hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of an excerpt from the minutes of a
meeting of the Greensboro Urban Area TAC duly held on this day, March 11, 2026.

/Vfﬂ/?%)/ rfyfm

Chair, Transportation Advisory Committee
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RESOLUTION AMENDING THE GREENSBORO MPO THOROUGHFARE AND

COLLECTOR STREET PLAN
A motion was made by TAC Member Carly Cooke ___ and seconded by TAC Member
Tammi Thurm for adoption of the following resolution, which upon being put to a

vote was duly adopted.

WHEREAS, the Greensboro Urban Area Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan identifies
existing and planned thoroughfare and collector roadway alignments used by MPO member
jurisdictions to guide development and establish roadway design requirements;

WHEREAS, the Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan is an element of the Greensboro
Urban Area 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan;

WHEREAS, requests were submitted for MPO review to amend the Thoroughfare and
Collector Street Plan for the proposed US 70 Sedalia Bypass;

WHEREAS, the Greensboro Urban Area MPO conducted a public review period from February
6 through March 8, 2026; and

WHEREAS, MPO staff reviewed the requested amendments and provided recommendations
to the Transportation Advisory Committee;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Greensboro Urban Area Transportation

Advisory Committee approves the following amendments to the Thoroughfare and Collector
Street Plan:

1. Removal of the proposed US 70 Sedalia Bypass from the Thoroughfare and Collector
Street Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Greensboro is directed to update the official
Thoroughfare and Collector Street Plan mapping and documentation to reflect these
amendments.
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l, Marikay Abuzuaiter , TAC Chair

(Name of Certifying Official) (Title of Certifying Official)

do hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of an excerpt from the minutes of a
meeting of the Greensboro Urban Area TAC duly held on this day, March 11, 2026.

Chair, Transportation Advisory Committee
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