
City of Greensboro
Accessory Dwelling Unit Workshop

May 13, 2026





Workshop Highlights:

Presentations at 4:15 PM and 5:15 PM

In between presentations?... Questions 
with staff and attendee discussion



Presentation Topics:
• ADU Definitions
• Current ADU standards and 2024 

Amendments
• ADU Data / Maps
• Building Code Considerations
• Local Examples of ADUs
• ADU Panel



City Staff

Chris Andrews
Planning Department

Deputy Director

Kieran Bailey
Planning Department
Planner

Will Lilley
Engineering and Inspections Department

Plan Review Supervisor

Andrew Nelson
Planning Department
Planner II



Elected Officials



How We Got There
• Council Work Session (2023)
• ADU Technical and Community Focus Groups
• ADU Online Presentations 
• ADU Webpage

• Links to past presentations
• Link to proposed ordinance (PDF)
• ADU survey (over 200 responses!)

• March 2024 Planning and Zoning Commission

www.greensboro-nc.gov/ADUs



Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) and Housing 
Diversity

Why the discussion?
• Council Strategic Priority

• “Abundance of Attainable Housing”
• Policy initiative direction from a February 

2023 Council strategy session; priority on 
attainable housing

• Observation / routine maintenance of Land 
Development Ordinance (LDO) – Variances 
at BOA

• Road to 10,000

Greensboro City Council –
Strategic Priorities



Accessory Dwelling Units

These strategies can assist in helping the City of Greensboro 
provide more housing options to people who want to live here.



• Context: What are they?
A dwelling unit that exists either as part of a principal dwelling or as an 
accessory building and is secondary and incidental to the use of the 
property as single-family residential. (30-15-2, Greensboro Land 
Development Ordinance)

• Context: Benefits
• Range of housing options
• Aging in place
• Generate income for property owners
• Gentle density (Imperceptible in most instances)
• Incremental infill development

Accessory Dwelling Units





AARP

Accessory Dwelling Units



AARP



NC and ADUs

• HB 627 and SB 495 (2025) Filed, but not passed
• Nothing new in 2026

• Some jurisdictions still do not allow ADUs
• Jurisdictions may have strict standards related to ADUs







2024 – Land Development 
Ordinance Updates to ADU 

Standards



An Opportunity to 
Provide Some Clarity…



Providing Clarity to 2024 
Amendments

• ADUs were not a new use

ADUs are and were permitted in every single-family residential district 
within the City of Greensboro right now. No new use was being 
proposed.



Providing Clarity to 2024 
Amendments

• Not a new permit process

ADUs require a residential building permit, the same as any other new 
house, residential building addition/expansion or accessory structure 
might need. There is no specific “ADU permit”. There is no additional 
ADU fee.



Providing Clarity to 2024 
Amendments

• Not a new permit process

Residential Building Permit is required
• Plot plan
• Building plans
• Inspections, as normal
• Anything else that goes with a residential building permit!



Providing Clarity to 2024 
Amendments

• No direct tie to Short Term Rentals 
(AirBnB, etc.)

These amendments are attempting to address challenges of built form, 
not how a particular accessory building is being used. 

Yes, an ADU could be used as a Short Term Rental (STR), but would 
need to adhere to the STR standards that were 
effective April 1, 2024.



Providing Clarity to 2024 
Amendments

• Dimensional Standards

These amendments were primarily addressing challenges of built form, 
parking requirements, size and ownership standards.



• ADUs were to meet the standards of accessory 
buildings, not principal buildings, including setbacks 
and building height

• No longer required an owner to live within the ADU or 
the primary dwelling

• ADU size increased to 50% of the primary dwelling
• No additional parking space required
• “Single-family appearance” no longer a standard

Summary of Amendments



R-3 R-5 R-7

Side 
setback

10 5 5

Rear 
setback

30 20 15

Accessory 
Structure

3* 3* 3*

*if over 15 feet, the setback becomes 
10 feet
*5-foot separation between structures 
still applies

ADU





Building Code and ADUs



• Attached ADUs
• Pre-fabricated and modular dwellings

Other Building Code Considerations



Local ADU Examples



Local Examples 



Local Examples 



Local Examples 



Permitting Process 
• City Plan Review & Tracking Website
• 2018 NC Residential Code Checklist 
• Site Plan 



• What can’t be used as an ADU?
• Addressing and ADUs
• Variances and Modifications
• Short Term Rentals
• HOAs and Restrictive Covenants
• Financing
• Permit-Ready Plans

Other Considerations



Questions for others 
or City Staff
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